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Or sweet Europa's mantle blew unclasp'd, From off her shoulder backward borne; From one hand droop'd a crocus; one hand grasp'd The mild Bull's golden horn.
The kidnapping of Etiropa has been a source of inspiration to a host of poets and artists in all ages. On the ceiling of the Ducal Palace in Venice there is a celebrated painting by Paul Veronese depicting the Rape of Europa.
The following sonnet by Wm. W. Story is descriptive of this picture:
Zephyr is wandering here with gentle sound
The first fresh fragrance of the Spring to seek;
The milk-white steer, whose budding horns are crowned
With flowery garlands, kneeling on the ground
Receives his burden fair, and turns his sleek
Mild head around, her sandalled foot to lick;
Luxuriant, joyous, fresh, with roses bound
About her sunny head, and on her cheek
The glow of morn, Europa mounts the steer.
One handmaid clasps her girdle, and one calls
The hovering Loves to bring their garlands near.
From her full breast the loosened drapery falls,
As borne by Love o'er slope and lea she goes,
Glad with exuberant life fresh as a new-blown rose.
Again we read:
Now lows a milk-white bull on Asia's strand, And crops with dancing head the daisied land, With rosy wreaths Europa's hand adorns His fringed forehead and his pearly horns. Light on his back the sportive damsel bounds, And, pleased, he moves along the flowery ground, Bears with slow steps his beauteous prize aloof, And, dips in the dancing flood his ivory hoof.
Jupiter's exploit was commemorated on earth by *the naming of a continent, and in the heavens by the constellation Taurus.
There is every reason to suppose, however, that Taurus antedated the period of Greek interest in astronomy, andhe Nereids arose out of the salt waters and all of them came on in orderly array, riding on the backs of sea beasts.
